Department of Computer Science, College of Engineering

University of Nevada, Reno

CS 491z / CS 791z Special Topics on Software Engineering

Assignment #3

February 28, 2006

Due: Friday, March 10, 2006, 7:00 pm (by email, Word document only)

Points: 20

Weight in course grade: 5% in CS 491z, 4% in CS 791z 

For this assignment you have to read two technical articles (papers) on research related to the specific SE process phase (or aspect) allocated to you and write a critical summary for each of them. Each summary should have between 250 and 400 words. The instructor will indicate what specific phase, component, or aspect of the software process you will have to cover and then you will find two relevant related papers. The choices you make in selecting the two papers will influence the grade you receive in this assignment.  

Each summary should concisely describe the main goal(s) of the article, the most important ideas put forth by the authors (at least three), several details (smaller points) you find interesting in the article, and your personal views on the ideas presented.

The summaries will be included in Chapter 4 of our internal SE Handbook “Research Related to the Phases of the Software Process”. Thus, in your summaries you should follow strictly the following structure:

Title of the article <TimesNewRoman, bold, 16 points, centered>

The authors  <TimesNewRoman, bold, 12 points, centered>



The brief reference [Firstauthor, Year] <TimesNewRoman, bold, 11 points, centered>

A suggested subtitle <TimesNewRoman, bold, 12 points, centered>

Text of the summary <TimesNewRoman, regular, 10 points, full justified, single spaced>

Your name in the format [First name, last name] 

<TimesNewRoman, italics, 10 points, right justified>

Also, you need to  provide the following additional material related to the summaries:

1. Complete references for both articles in the format indicated by the instructor, as well for the sources you use in section 3 below. 

2. A list of abbreviations (if applicable), as a list of pairs:

Abbreviation – Full text corresponding to the abbreviation <TimesNewRoman, regular, 10 points, left justified)

3. Proposed entries for the glossary of terms (between 2 and 5), as a list of 3-item tuples:

Term – description – source of description/reference <TimesNewRoman, regular, 10 points, left justified)

4. A list of names, for the Handbook’s Name Index -- include the names of all articles’ authors as well as (some of the) names directly mentioned in the articles:

First name, last name – annotation (your comment on what context this name is given) <TimesNewRoman, regular, 10 points, left justified)

5. Proposed entries for the Handbook’s Subject Index (between 3 and 7):

Subject  (e.g., “software reuse”, “black box testing”, “requirements elcitation”) <TimesNewRoman, regular, 10 points, left justified)
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